Inside was a detachment of the luckless Storm Corps men,
recruited by Schuschnigg in the cause of a free and independent
Austria. I wonder if he ever paused to think of the fate to which
he might be leading these men. I saw them hustled out, loaded
into vans, driven away . .. Policemen, already wearing the
Nazi armbands, helped to arrest them.

I made my way through narrow alleys into quieter streets,
found a taxi and drove to the big railroad stations to see what
was happening there. The net was already closing round
Austria and I wanted to see if any escaped it. The Hungarian
and Czechoslovak frontiers were but an hour distant by train,
tram, or car from Vienna, and I went to the Eastern Station,
where the trains for Budapest and Bratislava left.

These trains offered the last hopes of escape for many people,
but the swoop on Austria was so quick that only a very few
could think fast enough to take the opportunity. The Jews
had thought fastest. The trains were packed with them, many
carrying a few possessions with them wrapped in bundles.
The Storm Troopers were already at work searching them
and the carriages they travelled in for hidden money or jewels.
The departure of the trains was delayed by this. The Jews,
with anxious faces, stood or sat huddled together within,
averting their eyes from the hostile faces on the platform.
At last the trains moved off.. ..

At four o'clock in the morning, exhausted, deafened, picturing
to myself the march of the German armies through those
pleasant Danubian lands that I had loved so well, I made my
way wearily through the hysterical crowds to my rooms.
As I opened the door I saw opposite me the twelve tall red
tulips, on the table the cake, with a large segment missing,
and the circlets of primroses and violets, a little faded. I had a
shock as I saw them. I had forgotten them. At some time, in
another existence as it seemed to me, I had had a birthday.
A jingling dance tune from my Berlin days flashed into my
mind, cln vier-und-zwanzig Stunden kann so viel geschehen.*
What a lot can happen in four-and-twenty hours. I had
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